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RAILROAD MEN’S ASSOCIATION BUILDING, NEW YORK CITY. 


the evening of October 3rd, occurred the 
opening of the Railroad Men’s Building, 
corner of Madison Ave. and 45th Street, New 
York City, erected by Mr. Cornelius Vanderbilt, 
on land given by the railroad company, and which 
is to be occupied by the Railroad Branch of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association in New York 
City. 


O* 


The railroad men are to be congratulated in | 


having had in the person of Mr. Vanderbilt a 
warm and constant friend during all these years. 
The fact that a corporation so conservative 


in all respects, especially in financial matters, as 
| the New York Central and Hudson River Rail- 
_road Company, granted, by the unanimous 
action of its board of directors, a perpetual 
| lease of such a desirable lot as that upon 
_which the building stands, is a testimonial of 
no little value to the real worth of the work 
| of the Railroad Department of the Associations 
which has been developed more extensively 
at various points on its lines during the past 
ten years than upon any other railroad sys- 
tem. 
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November 13-I9 


World’s Conference. 


, DN. . cccckheuseeaeetnce ul August, 1888, 


Week of Prayer for Young Men 


State Conventions. 
1887. 
Indiana, Crawfordsville (Wabash College). . November 3-6 
Kentucky, Louisville November 10-13 
Arkansas, Little Rock November 13-15 


Michigan, Kalamazoo 
New York, Harlem 
Ohio, Canton 
Virginia, Petersburg 





College Conferences. 


Virginia, Roanoke College, Salem December 2-4 


The Study of English in Fapan. 

ee present urgent demand for the teaching 

of English in the public schools of Japan 
is the longest stride forward, which that re- 
markable country has taken in its march towards 
Christian civilization. If this demand becomes 
as widespread as some close observers of the 
progress of events in Japan predict, there is 
likely to be a repetition there of the important 
part the English language is bearing in the 
evangelization of India? About a half century 
ago Alexander Duff conceived the idea of pre- 
paring the mind of the Hindoo for Christianity 
by teaching him the English language. Not- 
withstanding the great advantages there are in 
teaching people in their mother tongue there is 
one very serious difficulty consisting in the ab- 
sence of words in some languages, by which 
Christian truth can be intelligently conveyed. 
Duff’s scheme provided for the employment of 
both methods. While his theory has not sup- 
planted teaching and preaching in the native 
vernaculars, it has proven an invaluable supple- 
ment to it. Three millions of India’s people 
now speak English, and the balance are learning 
it at the rate of a million a year. Sixty thousand 
of these three millions are Christian young men. 





This wide-spread knowledge of our language 
renders practicable, the re-inforcement of the 
missionaries in India by temporary workers from 
England and America. At the present time an 
evangelistic tour of India is being planned by a 
band of earnest effective members of the Church 
of England. 

When President Seelye, of Amherst, was in 
India, he addressed large audiences of natives 
directly without an interpreter. Joseph Cook 
did the same with profound effect. Invitations 
are coming to Mr. Moody for an extended 
evangelistic tour in India, and men, capable of 
judging, predict that such a tour would be one 
of the most successful achievements of the great 
evangelist’s life. The final argument, which 
has decided the Senior College Secretary of the 
International Committee to spend a year orf two 
in India, was the assurance that he can speak to 
students in dozens of colleges without an inter- 
preter. In the city of Madras alone, fully three 
thousand students are gathered in the Christian 
colleges besides the hundreds in the government 
schools, almost all of whom speak our language. 

What has been accomplished during these 
fifty years among India’s two hundred and fifty 
millions, can be accomplished among Japan’s 
thirty-five millions before the bells on her Chris- 
tian churches ring in the twentieth century. 

The colleges of America have recently re- 
ceived a student delegation from Scotland, and 
many a heart has been thrilled by their simple, 
manly presentation of the gospel. If this call 
from Japan is responded to by the right men in 
sufficient numbers, it will not be long until a 
student delegation, from America, can make a 
similar tour among the colleges of Japan to 
tell the same old story in the same old Saxon. 


Association Work Among Railroad 
Men. 


AFTER the organization of the first Railroad 

Branch of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association in the city of Cleveland in 1872, 
and the beginning of efforts by the Inter- 
national Committee in 1875, to encourage the 
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organization of similar work in other fields, 
among the first points visited was the Grand 
Central Depot in New York, and through the 
coéperation of the City Association Mr. Cor- 
nelius Vanderbilt was interested in the project. 
It was not long before a Railroad Committee 
was formed, with Mr. Vanderbilt as Chairman. 
This was in 1875. A room was provided by 
the railroad company in the basement of the 
depot building, papers and periodicals were 
placed in it, and the men were invited to 
make use of the conveniences offered. At first 
there was considerable shyness on their part to 
do so, through a misconception as to the object 
of the movement, but the work, begun so mod- 
estly, was faithfully performed, and gradually 
the misunderstandings of the men gave place to 
confidence in both the work and the methods 
employed for its prosecution. 

A second room was opened in 1879 in the old 
Hudson River Railroad Depot. In 1886 a third 


at Weehawken, the eastern terminus of the West 
Shore Railroad, and in 1887 a fourth in the 
yards of the Central Company, at Sixtieth street, 


for the benefit of freight men. 

On the 30th of June, 1886, Mr. Vanderbilt, 
who has served as Chairman of the Railroad 
Branch during all these years, offered to erect at 
his own expense a building eighty by forty feet, 
if the company would grant a perpetual lease of 
a suitable lot to a board of seven trustees, com- 
posed of leading railroad officials. The propo- 
sition was accepted, and work upon the building 
was begun in the September following. The 
cut which we present to our readers will give 
them a good idea of the exterior appearance of 
the building. Just a brief description of the 
interior arrangements : Entering the reception 
hall on a cold night, one is confronted by a 
blazing fire on a broad hearth, and a cozy corner 
with a comfortable seat, inviting the weary to 
rest. At the right are the secretary's office and 
the committee room, and at the left open the 
social room, where games of skill are played, 
and the reading room, containing a large num- 
ber of American and foreign papers. Two doors 
open from these rooms into the library, the floor 
of which is three feet below their level, and the 





railroad employé whose early educational advan- 
tages have been limited sees the well-known 
saying of Carlyle carved in oak above the open 
fireplace: “ The true university of these days is 
a collection of books.’’ Hon. Chauncey M. 
Depew stated on the night of the opening that 
no club in New York City had a library so large 
or well selected as that which is contained in 
this building devoted to the elevation of railroad 
men. From the library a small spiral staircase 
leads to the audience room above. This room 
will seat about four hundred, and is so arranged 
that part of itcan be used for evening classes. 
The next floor contains the janitor’s apartments 
and a large room, the sides of which are lined 
with comfortable couches, where tired train men 
can snatch a few hours’ sleep. In the centre is 
a large dining table, where hot coffee will be 
served at all hours. On the floor above there 
are ten small bedrooms, each containing a brass 
bedstead, with mattress and pillows, as comfort- 
able as can be found in a first-class hotel. These 
rooms are designed for the use of men who, be- 
cause of their occupation, are compelled to re- 
main away from home overnight. The base- 
ment of the building has in it a gymnasium, 
bowling alleys, wash and bath rooms, and a large 
plunge bath, as well as the engine room, in 
which steam is generated and from which heat is 
supplied to all parts of the building. 

Mr. Depew, at the close of his admirable ad- 
dress at the opening exercises, said : “I volunteer 
the prediction that in ten years from to-night, 
from Maine to the Pacific coast, and from the 
Atlantic to the lakes, in every railroad centre 
there will be a home in all its equipments and 
appointments worthy the intelligence, the man- 
hood and the public spirit of the railroad men 
of the country.” 

There are now in operation in this country 
and Canada seventy of these Railroad Branches, 
or Departments of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association, employing seventy-seven general 
secretaries and assistants. These have an ag- 
gregate membership of over eleven thousand. 
Their total annual expenses are about $88,000, 
the larger part of which is contributed by the 
railroad companies. 
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WE wish the College Associations would 
write THE INTERCOLLEGIAN of any in- 
teresting incidents and successful features of 
their work. Other College Associations may be 
just attempting the very thing which some 
Association has done successfully, and may 
greatly need the benefit of its experience. We 
also want the Associations to feel perfectly free 
to ask questions of THe INTERCOLLEGIAN con- 
cerning difficulties in their work. We solicit a 
more general correspondence on the part of 
the College Associations, and promise w#th their 
aid to make THE INTERCOLLEGIAN a helpful 
visitor to each College Association worker. 


~UBSCRIBE at once for THe INTERCOL- 
LEGIAN. No one really appreciates a 
paper that he does not pay for. Perhaps you 
have had the notion that THe INTERCOLLEGIAN 
was published for free distribution. By no 
means. We want ten thousand subscribers. In 
clubs of twenty it costs only fifteen cents a year 
and you can secure a club of that number with- 
out half trying. How many will take hold of 
this matter and push it? It will help your work. 
Who will send in twenty names and the neces- 
sary three dollars before December? 








Week of Prayer for Young Men. 


ai FoR a number of years the week beginning 


with the second Sunday in November has 
been observed by the Associations throughout 


| the world as a season of special prayer and evan- 
| gelistic effort for young men. 


The week begins 
this year on Sunday, November 13th. 

The time set apart for this world-wide prayer 
meeting is particularly well adapted to the 
College Associations. It occurs at sufficient 
time after the opening of the college year to find 
the work of the Association well organized ; the 
new students gathered in and the literary work 
of the college fully under way ; and sufficiently 
early in the year to exert a permanent, far- 
reaching influence upon the spiritual life of the 
institution. 

It is especially fortunate for colleges that the 
week of prayer for young men occurs when it 
does, because the week of prayer in January, 
observed either during or immediately at the 
close of the winter holidays, and the day of 
prayer for colleges, the last Thursday in Janu- 
ary, coming at the middle of the college year, 
deprives the colleges of the influence which 
should be exerted as early as possible in the 
year, 

Circulars announcing the appointment and 
making practical suggestions concerning its 
observance have already been issued by the 
International Committee. And the repetition 
of these suggestions is hardly necessary here. 
We would, however, earnestly call the attention 
of the Associations to them, and express the 
hope that the week may have a wider observ- 
ance among the colleges this year than ever 
before. The number of cx ‘eges observing the 
season has steadily increased during the past 
few years, and emphatic testimony has come 
from many institutions to the value of the serv- 
ices held. 

There should be more prayer in our colleges. 
There has, during late years, been a revival of 
practical methods of work, and an enlarging 
of conception as to the wide and varied field of 
Christian activity in college. We must not 
allow dependence upon methods, machinery, and 

















THE INTERCOLLEGIAN., 13 





committees to supplant dependence upon the 
power which Jesus taught would not come until 
after the Holy Spirit had first come. 

If we will unite in this world-wide circle of 
prayer, as we should, there is no doubt as to the 
success of the evangelistic work which this week 
will inaugurate among young men. Our fellow- 
students will be gathered into the church by 
hundreds and thousands. 


Much Land Yet to be Possessed. 


;: 1GHTEEN thousand professing Christians 

out of 38,000 students in the institutions 
where the College Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation is established! And yet, not more than 
1,800 are reported as having accepted Christ in 
college during the past college year. Fellow 
students, why is this number so small? To be 
sure, this represents seven conversions to each 
College Association, but while seven students 
were led to profess their faith in Christ, ten 
times seven passed through the college year un- 
saved. Will these men confront us at the judge- 
ment and say, “I was hungry for the bread of 
life and ye gave me no meat, I was thirsty for 
the living water and ye gave me no drink, I was 
sick of sin and ye visited me not, I was in the 
prison of evil habits and ye came not unto me 
with the news of the great deliverance ?” 

God forbid that this sin of neglect should be 
laid to our door, and yet can it be truly said of 
us, as the organized representatives of Christ in 
college during the past college year, that we 
“have done what we could?” If not, what 
more can we do to impress these college boys 
with their need of Christ, and lead them to ac- 
cept him? One anywer to this question is the 
evangelistic meeting. Its name declares its 
mission. It says of the seventy, we covet every 
one of them for Christ. It announces itself 
as “not ashamed of the gospel of Christ because 
it is the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth.” It puts us on record as be- 
lieving the Master’s word when he said “ and I, 
if I be lifted up—will draw all men unto me.” 
It should not be advertised among the uncon- 
verted men as designed for them, but a few well 








chosen leaders among the Christian fellows 
should understand its nature perfectly, and should 
bend every energy and use every legitimate 
means to emphasize its distinctive character. 


The Evangelistic Meeting. How Can 
wt be Made Successful ? 


| ae depends on what you mean by suc- 

cess. Nothing is successful that falls 
short of its object. The one object of this 
meeting is, so to present the gospel (see Acts 
13: 32-33, 38-39, and 1 Cor. 15: 1-4) that 
men will believe it and will act accordingly, by 
at once accepting Christ as their Saviour (see 
Acts 37: 41, Acts 4: 4, Acts 10: 43-48, Acts 14: 
1 and Acts 16: 29-34). Some one has said con- 
cerning libraries that “ the object of a library is 
to get itself read.” Then certainly the object 
of the gospel is to get itself believed. To 
accomplish this object in the evangelistic meet- 


| ing observe and emphasize four things : 


First, the meeting. 

Second, the matter. 

Third, the methods. 

Fourth, the manner. 

(1.) The meeting. Many meetings have failed 
only because the men they were planned for 
were not there. The direction, “ how to cook 
a hare,” given in an old English cook book, is, 
“first catch your hare.” So the first thing 
essential to success is to secure a good attend- 
ance of unconverted students. 

(a.) Make it easy for them to come, by having 
your meeting at their least occupied hour in the 
week and at the most convenient place. 

(b.) Make it an object for them to come, by 
making the meeting attractive. Have good 
light, good temperature, good ventilation, good 
singing, no long speeches, and open and close 
on time. 

(c.) Make it difficult for them to refuse, by hav- 
ing each man personally invited and followed 
up by the Christian men that have the most in- 
fluence with him. Call around for them at their 
rooms just before meeting time and bring them 
with you. 


(2.) The matter is allimportant. Extraneous 
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and irrelevant subjects should be rigidly ruled 
out, and the gospel alone presented in its primi- 
tive and scriptural simplicity and directness. 
This is the only truth that God has promised to 
bless to the conversion of the souls of men. 
They must be born again—of incorruptible seed 
by the word of God, “which liveth and abideth 
forever —and /Ais is the word which by the 
gospel is preached unto you.” 1 Peter 1: 23-25. 

As an aid to the leaders of evangelistic meet- 
ings, we will indicate in another place a few ap- 
propriate topics and will doubtless furnish others 
in additional numbers of THe INTERCOLLEGIAN, 

(3.) Zhe methods must be natural, flexible and 
thorough. The workers should be organized, 
trained and directed. 

Before the meeting the leader should have a 
short preparatory meeting with a few picked 
helpers for conference and prayer on the sub- 
ject of the larger meeting. Sometimes they 
should subdivide the subject and come prepared 
to speak to the point and in harmony with each 
other without unnecessary repetition. 

During the meeting, the workers should be 
attentive, prompt, prayerful, brief in remarks 
and prayer, hearty in singing and watchful in 
expectation that some will be impressed with the 
truth presented. Avoid uniformity. Do not 
make every meeting a testimony meeting, or a 
lecture, ora praise service. Do not make the 
meeting so uncomfortable and embarrassing to 
an unconverted man that he will not be likely to 
come again. Be courteous. 

After the meeting, what? Generally nothing, 
except what is recorded for our instruction in 
Matthew 13:19, Mark 4:15 and Luke 8: 12, 
“then cometh the Devil and taketh away the 
word out of their hearts, lest they should believe 
and be saved,” “ cometh immediately.” Shame 
on us, to allow the Devil to get ahead of us in 
this matter of life or death! Why should not 
we preémpt this ground for Christ and follow 
up the impressions of the meeting by immediate, 
wise, loving and prayerful personal efforts, to 
lead the man to give the seed an entrance to 
and lodgment in his heart by deciding at once 
for Christ ? 

(4.) Zhe manner should be sympathetic and 





expectant. Human sympathy and tenderness 
in the conduct of evangelistic meetings can 
arise only from a realizing sense of the desper- 
ate need of those who are out of Christ. This 
was one great secret of the success of the 
Apostle Paul. 

In Eph. 2 : 12, he speaks of those who were 
without Christ as (1) aliens from the people of 
God, (2) strangers to the promises of God, ( 3) 
having no hope and without God in the world. 

In Eph. 4 :18, he refers to them as (1) “ having 
the understanding darkened, (2) being alienated 
from the life of God.” 

In Phil. 3 : 18, he mentions them as those “of 
whom I have told you often and now tell you 
even weeping that they are the enemies of the 
cross of Christ.” 

In Acts, 20:31. he bade them “remember, 
that by the space of three years I ceased not to 
warn every one night and day with éears.”” Paul 
evidently believed the promise in Psalm 126: 5, 6, 
“ They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He 
that goeth forth and weepeth bearing precious 
seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves with him.” 

Expectancy should also characterize the 
manner of the meeting. Expectancy of what? 
Of the effects of logic, anecdote, rhetoric or hu- 
man earnestness? Of the stirringand softening 
influence of music and singing? These are all 
helpful and not to be despised, but there is a 
promised Helper, without whose co-operation 
the gospel meeting will be a failure. Peter 
writes (1 Peter 1: 12,) of “them that have 
preached the gospel unto you, with the Holy 
Ghost sent down from heayen.” Shall we con- 
duct our evangelistic meetings with him or with- 
out him? Shall we not rather pray for and ex- 
pect the presence and accompanying power of 
this great witness for Christ and then make room 
for him on the programme ? 


A® Association has just been organized in the 

Indiana State University, Bloomington 
Ind. A member writes: “Our prospects are 
excellent ; we have every reason to be encour- 
aged.” 
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Topics for Evangelistic Meetings. 


1. “What shall I do with Jesus, which is called 
Christ?” Matthew 27: 22. 

2. “All we, like sheep, have gone astray. We 
have turned every one to his own way, and the 
Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.” 
Tsaiah 53: 6. 

3. “He loved me and gave himself for me.” 
Gal, 2: 20. 

4. What must I do to be saved? 

(1) Something must be done, 

(2) Christ has done it all, 


(3) You must accept the results of Christ’s finished 
work. Acts 16: 29, 34. 

5. Six steps in Coming to Christ. Mark 5: 
24——-34- 

(1) Beyond all human help, 

(2) Heard of Jesus, 

(3) Said in her heart, “I shall be whole.”’ 

(4) Came in the press, (in spite of obstacles), 

(5) Touched and was healed, 

(6) Confessed and went in peace. 

6. “I declare unto you the Gospel.” 1 Cor. 
15: I—4. 

(1) Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 

(2) And was buried, 


(3) And rose again the third day according to the 
scriptures. ' 


feRoM Williams College a student writes as 
follows about the visit of Prof. Drummond 
and friends, from Scotland, to that institution : 
“ The results of this visit are great and far-reach- 
ing. Some men who had never been professing 
Christians, and some who had, but were not con- 
sistent, have come out and declared their inten- 
tion of leading a more active and earnest Christ- 
ian life. Throughout the whole college there 
has been stirred up a more sincere and wide- 
awake spirit than I have ever known before in 
my course.” ee te 
N Sunday afternoon, October 23d, Prof. 
Drummond addressed the medical stu- 
dents of New York City, at Association Hall. 
Prof. Wm. H. Thomson of The University Med- 
ical College presided, and introduced the speaker 
to the nearly one thousand students who had 
gathered tohearhim. Another meeting was held 
at the same place in the evening, and a third the 





following evening. Prof. Drummond sailed for 
home by the steamer Umbria on Saturday 
October 31. 





STUDENT in the Agricultural and Me- 
chanical College, Auburn, Ala., writes 
that Sunday, October gth was a red letter day for 
the Association in that institution. Claus 
Olandt, Jr., one of the Secretaries of the Inter- 
national Committee was present and made a 
gospel address in the afternoon. Fourteen 
students requested prayer, and at the inquiry 
meeting in the evening, ten young men pro- 
fessed faith in Christ. Mr. Olandt also held a 
conference with the members, and a meeting 
with the executive committee, and helped plan 
work for the coming year. This Association 
promises to take a leading place among the 
College Associations of the state this year. 





“| under-graduates of Princeton College 

have subscribed $1,460 for the support 
of one of their number who has just sailed asa 
foreign missionary, within two days after his 
support was pledged. Also the under-graduates 
of Princeton Theological Seminary have pledged 
$700 towards the salary of amissionary. There 
are other promises of financial support from 
hitherto unexpected quarters, which seem to 
indicate that no man who is really called of God 
to enter the mission field need stay at home for 
lack of funds. 





A’ the Wisconsin Young Men’s Christian 
Association State Convention, over fifty 
delegates were present from the eight College 
Associations of that state. The Convention 
met at Madison, and was quite well attended by 
the students of the State University located 
there. Mr. Ober was present and conducted 
the college conferences on Saturday afternoon 
and evening, and a gospel meeting for students 
on Sunday afternoon at the University. The 
reports from the different colleges in the 
State, showed a good and growing work. Presi- 
dent Eaton, of Beloit College, gave a magnifi- 
cent address on Saturday evening on “ Helps 
and hinderances to Christian work in College.” 


— = _— 
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Yo ng Men’s Christian Association 
TRAINING SCHOOL, 


SPRINGFIELD, 


Established 1885. 


MASS. 


Course of Training covers two years. 


lhe only school in the country having for its object the training of young men for the duties of General Sec- 
retaries and Gymnasium Instructors in Young Men’s Christian Associations. 


OFFICERS. 


PRESIDENT : 


Rev. David Allen Reed. 


VICE-PRESIDENT : 


Jno. H. Vincent, D.D. 


TREASURER: 


Charles Marsh. 


REC. SECRETARY: 


Rev. S. L. Merrell. 


Cor. SECRETARY: 


This building, erected for the ** School,"’ contains sleeping accommodations for 44 students, 
recitation rooms, offices for the instructors, a large 


Oliver C. Morse. suite of rooms for the Armory Hill Young Men's 


For further information address 


PUBLICATIONS 


Outlines of Bible Study for the Bible Training Class. 
in cloth. Price, ro cents each, $1.00 per dozen. 


Bound 


An edition, for teachers only, containing full Scripture references, 
will be sent when specially ordered. 

The Study of the Bible by Books—its Advantages. 

A. Broadus, D.D. Price, 5 cents. 

Office and Work of a General Secretary, PartI. Price, 5 cents. 
oe oe “ oe Part II. Price, 5 cents. 
These are full of valuable information concerning the duties and 

usefulness of this executive officer of the Association. 


By John 


College Vacation Tickets. Price 5 cents. 


An Outline of the Work of College Associations. 
Wishard. 


THE 


By L. D. 


Price, 2 cents, 


INSTRUCTORS. 
SECRETARIAL : 
J. T. Bowne. 


GYMNASIUM: 
L. H. Gulick, 
R. J. Roberts. 


GENERAL: 
Rev. D. A. Reed, 
Oliver C, Morse, 


Systematic Bible Truth and 
Ethics. 


T. H. Hawks, D.D., 
Bible History and Exezesis 
C. S. Rogers, D.D., 
Christian Missions. 
Rev. W. H. P. Faunce, 
History of Christianity 
Rev. S. L. Merrell, 


Khetoric and Christian 
raphy. 


Jos. T. Herrick, M.D., 


Physiology and Anatomy. 


Biog- 


mnasium, baths, etc., and also a complete 
hristian Association. 


J. T. BOWNE, 
35 Clarendon Street, Springfield, Mass. 





FOR COLLEGE ASSOCIATION WORKERS. 


Historical Sketch of the Associations. Price, 10 cents. 


The Young Men of our Cities and of what Use the Young Men's 
Christian Association is to Them. Price 5 cents. 


The Intercollegiate Association Movement. 
Constitution for College Assocaitions. 

Why should we have an Association in our town? 
Why should our Work be for Young Men exclusively ? 


The Young Men’s Christian Associations; Origin, Growth, Object, 
Methods. 


Price of last five papers, one cent each. 


The above and other publications relating to Association work can 
be obtained from 


INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS, 


TWENTY-THIRD STREET AND FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY. 


GR” A full price list be will sent upon application, 


Make Money Orders and Checks payable to B. C. Wetmore, Treasurer 





